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Interior Minister Justifies Remarks on Waldheim 
AU241229 Vienna Domestic Service in German 
1100 GMT 24 Dec 87 


[Interview with Interior Minister Karl Blecha by radio 
reporter Fritz Pessata on 24 December in Vienna] 


[Text] [Moderator Fritz Wendel] In an interview pub- 
lished today by DIE PRESSE, Interior Minister and 
Deputy SPOe Chairman Kari Biecha said President 
Waldheim’s voluntary resignation would be good for 
Austria. This caused harsh criticism by OeVP Deputy 
Steiner, and in the morning Chancellor Vranitzky met 
with the president at Waldheim's request. During this 
meeting the chancellor reportedly assured the president 
that no government member intends to request his 
resignation. In addition, the APA release on the talk 
between the chancellor and the president says: Quote, 
after a talk with Blecha, Vranitzky informed the presi- 
dent that Blecha himself will explain his remarks in the 
Mittagsjournal radio program, unquote. 


And Karl Blecha does this now in an interview with Fritz 
Pessata: 


[Begin recording] [Pessata] Mr Minister Blecha, a few 
months ago you said President Waldheim is not only the 
elected president but also the president who is accepted 
by all. Now you speak in favor of his resignation. Why 
did you change your mind, if I may ask? 


[Blecha] Look, this is not a change of mind in this sense, 
because I did not demand his resignation, and | will not 
demand this of a democratically elected president in the 
future, either. But I allowed myself to state my personal 
opinion: If | were to put myself in the president's place, 
| would take this step—if I were to receive confirmation 
that I cannot be accused of any misconduct during the 
war, that is, if it were certain that no one could derive an 
adinission of guilt from an early resignation. Previously, 
I stated—and this also holds true today—that President 
Waldheim has been democratically elected, he is Aus- 
tria’s president, and now we have to deal with a number 
of accusations that were voiced against him abroad 
before and are still expressed today. 
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[Pessata] Do you see these attacks as coming only from 
abroad, or would you also say that President Waldheim 
iS nol accepted as president by cveryone in Austria? 


[Blecha] Well, he was not elected by everyone, either. 


[Pessata] Mr Minister, you said it 1s not a demand that 
you make of the president. What ts it? Advice? 


[Biecha] Ar expression of my opinion. | allowed myself 
to remain a human being while being a politician, and to 
put myself into the position of another person. | think 
that, actually, one should state one’s opinions without 
any special considerations. 

[Pessata] Do you think that this opinion of yours might 
be successful? 


[Biecha] One can speak of success or failure only in 
connection with a certain demand, but in this case | 
expressed an opinion. In the interview with the chief 
editor of DIE PRESSE, whom I respect very much, I 
discussed our concerns. | think the last thing we need in 
Austria is a debate about Waldheim, because we have a 
number of other problems to solve, which are very 
important for the population. But we are not spared this 
debate, because new accusations are being leveled again 
and again. Therefore, | hope that next year certain 
clarifications will be made, among others, by a corre- 
sponding verdict, a judgment from the Historians’ Com- 
mission. It would be much too carly to engage in any 
speculations in this direction. In this respect I fully agree 
with the chancellor, who has repeatedly stressed this. 
[end recording} 


Mock Departs on 4-Day Visit to Egypt 
AU261408 Vienna ORF Teletext in German 1232 GMT 
26 December 1987 


[Text] Vienna/Cairo—Vice Chancellor and Foreign 
Minister Mock left today on a 4-day visit to Egypt. 


Before his departure, Mock spoke about the strong and 
traditionally cordial relations between the two countries. 
He said one of the main topics in his political talks would 
be Austria's role as a mediator in reducing tension and 
creating peace. 

In an interview with an Egyptian weekly newspaper, 


Mock had mentioned Vienna as a potential location for 
holding an international conference on the Middle East. 
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Howe Calls for Soviet Withdrawal From 
LD261811 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 
1733 GMT 26 Dec 87 


[Text] The Soviet Union should withdraw its troops 
from Afghanistan and allow that country to form its own 
truly independent government, Foreign Secretary Sir 
Geoffrey Howe said today. 


He said in a message to mark the cighth anniversary of 
the Soviet invasion that pulling the troops out would be 
an important test of the good faith of the Kremlin. 


Sir Geoffrey rejected proposals for “national reconcilia- 
tion” put forward by the Soviet-backed governmet.i in 
Kabul, saying that they amounted tc nothing more than 
capitulation. “No patriotic Afghan can accept this,” Sir 
Geoffrey said. It was merely an attempt to impose 
politically what military might had failed to achieve, he 
said. The Soviets, he said, should demonstrate their 
willingness to pull out of Afghanistan by drawing up an 
agreed timetable for withdrawal in the coming year. 


Sir Geoffey’s message said in full: “On December 27, 
1979, Soviet troops marched into Afghanistan and began 
a brutal and oppressive war which has left tens of 
thousands dead, sent five million refugees fleecing into 
Pakistan and Iran. “Most of those who have suffered are 
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civilians—many of them women and children. “For 
cight long years the troops. tanks. guns and aircraft of the 
Soviet Union have failed to break the spirit of the 
Afghan nation or defeat the forces of resistance. 


“The Sovict-backed regime in Kabul now proposes ‘na- 
tonal reconciliation’. But that 1s just an attempt to 
impose politically what the Russians have failed to 
impose militarily. “It 1s not reconciliation but capitula- 
tion which is on offer. No patriotic Afghan can accept 
this. 


“We have heard much this year about Soviet willingness 
to withdraw and end the “bleeding wound’ of Afghani- 
stan. “But where are the Soviet deeds to match these 
words? Sovict withdrawal should lead to the establish- 
ment of a truly independent government of Afghanistan. 


“The refugees must be able to return to their own 
country and rebuild their lives in safety and with self- 


respect. “Afghanistan is an important test of Sovict good 
faith. 


“We, the European community, and the rest of the 
world, look to the Soviet Union to withdraw all their 
troops in 1988 according to an agreed timetable. Only 
this can end the misery of the proud Afghan people.” 
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Genscher on Soviet Protest of Remarks 
LD271213 Hamburg DPA in German 1122 GMT 
27 Dec 87 


[Text] Bonn, (DPA}—Foreign Minister Hans-Dictrich 
Genscher today disregarded Soviet protests and called 
iin celliliedl ania evar Aliant. In a statement 
published by the Foreign Ministry Genscher called for 
the involvement of the United Nations and its secretary 
general in order to create a nonaligned and independent 
Afghanistan “free from foreign occupation.” 


On Wednesday the Soviet =™! assy in Bonn protested 
against the statements made by \wmerous German politi- 
cians to mark the eighth anniversary of the Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan. The German statements were “particularly 
misplaced”, because a timetable for the Soviet withdrawal 
had been agreed. the protest said. German statements in 
many cases criticized the fact that there is no published date 
for the allegedly agreed timctabic. Officially, no notice was 
taken in Bonn of the Soviet protest. 


Genscher's statement, which follows a few days after the 
Soviet protest and answers the Soviet move—regarded as 

unusual—with clear emphasis, comcedes with the 
announcement of the date of the visit by Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze. The mecting in Bonn on 18 
and 19 January was agreed several weeks ago but only now 
confirmed by Moscow. In the view of diplomatic circles, the 
subject of Afghanistan is likely to be on the agenda again. 


Government Denies Link to Detainee in 
LD270913 Hambure DPA in German 0053 GMT 
27 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] Bonn, (DPA)}—The Federal Defense Ministry 
in Bonn has “categorically” rejected a Soviet television 
report that a citizen arrested in Afghanistan for alleged 
espionage activity was a member of the Military Coun- 
terintelligence service (MAD). A statement conveyed to 
DPA on Saturday night says that MAD's task is exclu- 
sively to “defend against attacks hostile to the Constitu- 
tion or of an intelligence nature, directed against the 
Bundeswehr, insofar as these attacks emanated from 
members of the Bundeswehr.” The activity of members 
of MAD is limited exclusively to this. [passage omitted | 


DPA Reports Itinerary for Strauss Visit to USSR 
onary Hamburg DPA in German 0951 GMT 


[Text] Munich (DPA)}—Franz Josef Strauss, minister-presi- 
dent of Bavaria and chairman of the CSU, will meet with 
Kremlin chief Mikhail Gorbachev in Moscow tomorrow 
morning. This was announced by the Bavarian State Chan- 
cellery in Munich today, shortly before Strauss’ departure. 


According to the itinerary for the visit, Strauss will talk with 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze this evening. 
Tomorrow morning Viadimir Kamentsev, chairman of the 
State Foreign Economic Commission. which invited Strauss 
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lo 


to make his first official visit to Moscow, will receive the 
day,” 


Georg: and Wilfried Scharnagl. chief editor of BAYER- 
NKURIER. 


According to the schedule published by the State Chan- 
cellery, a talk with the chairman of the State Committee 
for Science ad Technology and with Central Committee 
Secretary Anatoliy Dobrynin 1s plarned for Wednesday. 
After that, a press conference by Strauss in the Foreign 
Ministry press center 1s envisioned. 


The flight home is scheduled for 0900 Moscow time 
. Strauss intends to report to the press on his 
visit to Moscow after the landing in Munich. 


Strauss will again be piloting the “Cessna Citation II” 
twin-jet aircraft himself. Strauss customarily makes most 
of his foreign journeys in this 9-seat aircraft chartered 
from a company in Coburg. 


Shevardnadze Visit, Disarmament Viewed 
LD261139 Hamburg DPA in German 1033 GMT 
26 Dec 87 


[Text] Bonn (DPA}—Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze is to visit Bonn for political talks on 18-19 
January next year at the invitation of Foreign Minister 
ee eee ter 
Saturday by roe ay Reh ig ody 

nadze will “bring with him™ the date 

caiuaan fp (0R-aelanen Sede Genial Geant ik- 
Ministry has neither confirmed nor denied these reports. 


It has been confirmed in Bonn that the trip to Moscow by 
Franz Josef Strauss, Bavarian minister-president and CSU 
Chairman, on Monday was “initiated through diplomatic 
circles.” Whether or not Strauss is to meet Gorbachev in 


The visit by the Soviet minister to Bonn 1s seen as a 
result of numerous iet contacts, for instance the 
visit to Moscow from 6 to 1! July this year by President 
Richard von Weizsaecker (CDU) and Genscher, and a 
meeting of the two foreign ministers in New York at the 
United Nations General Assembly at the end of September. 
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Following the U_S.-Soviet summut of President Reagan and 
Gorbachev on 7 December to sign the INF Treaty, the aim 
is now for further steps to reverse the arms spiral. The 
Federal Government wants to play a mediating roie in this. 
It 1s calling for an elimination of the Soviet supenority m 
short-range weapons and beginning negotiations on “con- 


President, Chancellor Urge Further Disarmament 


steps such as the drastic reduction of intercontinental mis- 
siles. Von Weizsaecker and Koh’ pleaded at the same time 
for the creation of a conventional equilibrium at a low level, 
a ban on chemical weapons, and the disarmament of shon- 
range nuclear missile systems. 


Cy Mees pkagig tyre = “Ali Hamadah, 29, 
‘om Lebanon, will have to face trial at the Duesseldorf 


Whereas Schmidt, a Siemens technician. was reicased m 
Lebanon on 7 September thes year, Rudolf Cordes, bead of 
the Besrut branch of the Hoechst firm. 1s still in the power of 
the Shi‘vte and pro-lranian Hizbaliah terrorist organization. 
[passage omiited) 


The mmdictment proceeds on the bass that “Abbas “Ali 
Hamadah—together with a brother who lives in Beirut, a 
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[Text] Bonn (DPA, —Fredrich Kroneck has been appointed 
the Federal Republic's first ambassador to Albania. Diplo- 
matic circles stated today that the 56-year-old diplomat 1s to 
take up his post in Tirana, where an embassy buildi 
currently berg constructed, at the beginning of 1988. 
Bonn established diplomat’c relations with the People’s 
Republic of Albania on 2 October and thus wiped out the 
last blank spot on the diplomatic map of Europe German 


Foresgn Ministry since the Sapien of 1907 
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Two Navy Ships Set Sail for Persian Gulf 
LD271044 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1000 GMT 27 Dec 87 
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TRNC $165 Million 1988 Fiscal 
74261605 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1410 GMT 
26 Dec 87 


[Text] Lefkosa (A.A.}—The Republican Assembly of the 
Turkish Republic of Nortnern Cyprus (TRNC) approved 
Friday night the $165 million (170 billion Turkish liras) 
1988 budget. 


The biil was passed with 29 votes, against 16 in the 50 
seat-parliament. 


Addressin; the parliament after the voting, Prime Mir- 
ister Dervis Erog)u said the passed budget which antici- 
pates a growing rate of 7 pe ent in 1988 would try to 
decrease the inflation rate, as well. 


An anticipated income of $55 million for the !°"8 
budget will be provided by T-rkey, officials said. 


Government Warned on Fatah Jailbreak Plan 
TA231902 Jerusalem Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] Israel has warned the Cypriot authori‘ics to be on 
the alert for an attempt to free three Faiah icrrorists 
jailed for the murder of three Israclis in Larnaca in 
September 1985. Israel's Ambassador to Cyprus, Aharon 
Lotan, met with Cypriot officials to inform them of the 


CYPRUS 


possibility that PLO members in Cyprus may be plan- 
ning to free Englishman lan Davidson ana two Palestin- 
ians now serving life sentences for the murder. The three 
terrorists, niembers of Fatah’s Force-17, boarded an 
Isracli yacht anchored in Larnaca harbor, and killed 
Ester Paltzur and her husband Re'uven, and Avraham 
Avneri before surrendering to Cypriot police. 


Returns From London, Surgery Successful 
NC221639 Nicosia Television Service in Greek 
1600 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] President Spiros Kiprianou returned from Lon- 
don a short while ago. The president went to London last 
Tuesday, where he had a successful angioplasty following 
the infarction he suffered on 27 November. 


Kiprianow Congratulates CSSR's Milos Jakes 
NC231744 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
1600 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] President Spiros Kiprianou has sent a cable to 
Milos Jakes, the new general secretary of the Czechoslo- 
vak Communist Party Central Committee, congratulat- 
ing him on his election and wishing him success in his 
task. In his message, President Kiprianou adds that he 
looks forward to the further strengthening of the friendly 
relations and cooperation between Cyprus and Czecho- 
slovakia in all fields. 
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Fire Erupts at Army Munition Depot in Malakasa 
NC251315 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
3200 GMT 25 Dec 87 


[Excerpts] Fire broke out shortly before 0100 today at 
the Army munitions depot in the Malakasa area. The fire 
spread quickly because of the inflammable mate: ial 
stored there and the prevailing strong winds. Because of 
the danger from the exploding ammunition, flares, and 
smoke bombs, many inhabitants of Malakasa, Aviona, 
and the surrounding areas had to temporarily leave their 
homes. [passage omitted] 


The fire broke out at a warchouse storing returnable 
munitions, which is located in an isolated part of the 
Malakasa camp. This ammunition is viewed as (?tacti- 
<al) by the Army inspectors, is destroyed when found 
unusable, and is stored separatly from other Army muni- 
tions. The warehouse is built in such a way as to mect all 
safety requirements. 


Shortly after the outbreak of the fire, the site was visited 
by Ioannis Kharalambopoulos, deputy prime minister 
and defense minister, Nikolaos Kouris, chief of the 
National Defense General Staff, and Lieutenant General 
Velidhis, chief of the Army General Staff, who, together 
with the camp commander, coordinated the task of 
putting out the fire. The fire was extinquished at noon 
following a great effort by the fire-fighting units and the 
Army. [passage omitted] 


At dawn today, an unidentified person phoned an after- 
noon paper and stated that the Anti-Authority Struggle 
group is responsible for the fire at the Malakasa muni- 
tions depot. The caller also said that a leaflet from his 
Organization could be found at a named location, but 
when the security authorities searched the area, they did 
not find anything. 


A military source told Hellenic Television-2 that the fire 
could have resulted from the ammunition self-igniting. 
There are no casualties; the only damages are broken 
windowpanes in nearby houses and at the camp itself. 


In a statement to Hellenic Television-2, Kharalambo- 
poulos said that the warchouse will be inspected to 
record the damages. He lauded the courage displayed by 
the officers, noncomissioned officers, and men of the 
camp, as well as the determination of the fire-fighting 
who, at the risk of their lives, put out the fire 


} 


GREECE 12 


The National Defense Ministry released the following 
statement this morning: At 0030 today, fire broke out at 
the Army munitions depot in the Malakasa area. The fire 
destroyed a quantity of returnable ammunition which 
was stored (?in the open air). The fire was placed under 
full control following coordinated efforts by the men of 
the unit and fire-fighting planes. There are no casualties. 


Investigations are taking place. 


1 Kilied, 4 Injured in Aftermath 
NC262030 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1800 GMT 26 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] A serious accident in which an officer died and 
an officer cadet and three soldiers from the special team 


occurred while shells were being collected after yester- 
day's major fire at this camp. Major Evangelos Yero- 
yiannis, 53, a bomb disposal expert, died, and Officer 
Cadet Angelos Yeorgopoulos and soldiers Panayiotis 
Dhimas, Xenofon Xindaropoulos, and Evangelos Beto- 
glou were injured. The accident happened when Major 
Yeroyiannis and the Armed Forces special team of bomb 
disposal experts were unloading shells they had earlier 
collected from the surrounding area. 


During the unloading a mortar shell exploded, injuring 
Yeroyiannis and the other four members of the special 
team. The National Defense Ministry has announced 
that the injured persons were immediately taken by 
ambulance, accompanied by an Army doctor, to the 
40\st Military Hospital, where they underwent surgery. 
However, despite the superhuman efforts made by doc- 
tors, Major Yeroyiannis died from a hemorrhage. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


NC252020 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1930 GMT 25 Dec 87 


[Text] In a telephone call to the ATHENS NEWS 
AGENCY, the pro-Islamic revolutionary group Sons of 
Allah has assumed responsibility for injuring Midhat 
al-Hiyali, an Arab diplomat in Athens. In the telephone 
call, the group's spokesman warned in broken English 
that other similar actions might follow. 


It is recalled that at the beginning of this week Al-Hiyali, 
the Iraqi charge d'affaires of the Arab League mission in 
Athens, was injured by unidentified gunmen. 
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Turgut Ozal Outlines Foreign Policy Program 
TA251711 Ankara ANATOLIA in French 1510 GMT 
25 Dec 87 


[Text] Ankara (AA}—Prime Minister and ANAP leader 
Turgut Ozal read out the new government program of 69 
= the Turkish Grand National Assembly meeting 


“On the subject of East-West dialogue, Turkey supports 
efforts aimed at controlling nuclear weapons and consol 
idating world peace,” Ozal declared. He was comment- 
ing on foreign policy matters during his presentation of 
the new government program. 


On Turkish-EEC relations, Ozal noted that the applica- 
tion for full membership in the EEC was submitted 
during his first term in office, adding that the political, 
economic, and social de slopments and changes effected 
by his government constitute a base that will contribute 
to Turkey's membership in the community. “In pursuing 
our relations with the EEC, we will continue to accord 
priority to the balance of mutual interests,” the prime 
minister added. 


Referring to the Cyprus problem and relations with 
Greece, Ozal stressed that his government believes in 
Turkish-Greek friendship, and that he will pursue the 
initiatives to develop a dialogue with Athens. “Turkey 
considers the UN secretary general's document dated 29 
March 1986 on Cyprus a just and lasting solution to the 
Cyprus problem. Ankara will continue to guarantee the 
security of the TRNC,” he declared. 


On the question of the Turkish minority in Bulgaria, 
Ozal remarked that the government will continue to 
exert efforts to solve this problem. 


At the end of his speech, Ozal said that “toward the end 
of the century, Turkey will become one of the leading 
countries in the world.” He read his government pro- 
gram, citing the principal modifications and changes 
introduced by the second Ozal government in the socio- 
economic, health, defense, labor and other fields. 


Ozal Meets Arab Envoys, Condemns Israeli Actions 
TA261701 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 1550 GMT 
26 Dec 87 


[Text] Ankara (AA)}—Prime Minister Turgut Ozal has 
said that it is not right to remain silent in the face of the 
Israeli actions against the Palestinian population under 
its occupation. 


This afternoon Ozal received the ambassadors to Ankara 
of Saudi Arabia, Oman, Algeria, Lebanon, Tunisia, and 
Jordan. The PLO representative in Turkey, Abu Firas, 
was received as well. Ozal conferred with them for some 
time. The prime minister explained that the meeting 
with the ambassadors had been delayed until now 
because of early elections, the establishment of a new 
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government, and his visit to the United States. He added 
that he is closely following the recent events in the 
Israeli- occupied Palestinian territories and the Gaza 
Strip. 


Ozal described the incidents in the area as “inhuman™ 
and strongly condemned them. He said: “We have been 
closely following the recent incidents in the occupied 
Palestinian territories and in Gaza. Our Foreign Minis- 
try issued a statement on the subject, and I also declared 
our strong condemnation of these incidents. We are 
following this matter carefully. You must not be con- 
cerned on this score. The issues concerning the region 
concern us as well. We will naturally continue our 
relations with countries with which we share historical 
ties. As it is, greatly inhuman actions are involved in 
these incidents. It is wrong to fail to condemn, or to 
support or remain silent in the face of these actions.” 


In his turn, Abu Firas said that this is a courtesy visit to 
Ozal, who won the elections and established the new 
government. Pointing out that the support of friendly 
countries is needed because of the developments in the 
region, Abu Firas said: 


“The Palestinian people in the occupied territories need 
support. Some 60 Palestinians were killed in the recent 
incidents and another 600 are currently incarcerated. 
Israel's reaction was extremely harsh and exceeded 
human dimensions. At this stage, we need extensive 
support. All friendly countries are expressing their sup- 
port and condemning the incidents. Similarly, we hope 
that you will continue to display your support in the 
manner you choose.” 


Demirel Criticizes Government 
7TA281457 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1415 GMT 
28 Dec 87 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}—Conservative opposition True 
Path Party Leader Suleyman Demirel today depicted the 
programme of Prime minister Turgut Ozal’s new govern- 
ment as “a defense document.” In his speech at the 
parliament as part of the discussions on the government 
program, Demirel evaluated the November 29 legislative 
elections and claimed the state had been inv olved in the 
elections. “Graders, telephone poles and telephones took 
part in the elections and the one sided TV favored the 
power to a degree of violation of the Constitution and 
avoided the opposition,” he said. 


In response to interferences from the deputies of the 
ruling Motherland Party, Demirel announced that the 
noise they made did not disturb him at all. 


“The Grand National Assembly of Turkey (GNAT) is 
the heart of democratic system. It is the guardian of 
rights and cannot be overlooked and considered a mill- 
stone around the neck of power,” Demirel said. 
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Citing the foremost task of GNAT as laying down taxes and 
control how the revenues are spent, Demirel said, “whereas 
placed at the disposal of government spending under the 
name of funds. “In other words GNAT has not performed 
the duty given to it by the Constitution,~ Demirel said. 
{quotation marks as received] 


Calling the government programme a document of 
defense, Demirel indicated that governments exist to do 
things not to slander the past, deny what has been 
accomplised by the past governments. “To speak ill of 
the past is not performing a duty. Every one should 
perform and be proud of his own duty, Demirel said. 


If the people voted for peace and order, stability and 
development as the prime minister says, it 1s then true th-* 
only 36 percent of the populations voted form them anc 
percent did not, Demirel explained. “Ensuring peace and 
order and security is the duty of the state not of a political 
party. If a political party thinks it is responsible of peace and 
security, that means it identifies itseif with the state and this 
has many drawbacks,” Demirel said. Ensuring peace and 
security can be democratic only if it is ensured through 
discussions, Demirel noted. 


Indicating that 697 social help and solidarity founda- 
tions had been created, Demirel said this was making the 
people poorer to help them later. “This is playing with 
the pride of citizens,” Demirel said. 


Comments on Balkan Conference Agenda 
TA251700 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 1455 GMT 
25 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Replying to the question of 
an ANATOLIA AGENCY reporter on the subject of a 
Balkan foreign ministers conference, Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman Ambassador Inal Batu said that work is 
currently continuing to determine the agenda of the 
meeting. Batu noted: We have expressed our views 
regarding the agenda of the Balkan foreign ministers 
conference on various occasions. Turkey is in favor of 
conducting an exchange of views in a bid to develop the 
relations among the Balkan countries in the political, 
economic, humanitarian, and cultural fields. 
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AIDS Test for Turkish V. arkers 
7A281447 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1430 GMT 
28 Dec 87 


[Text] Ankara (AA. ign M s spokesman 
ambassador Inal Batu said that the AIDS tests announced 
to be implemented by Bulgaria on the border will not be 


taken for Bulgarians who are outside the for more 
thoz a month an’ this has nothing to do with Turkish 
workers.” 


Inonu Receives U.S., Arab Ambassadors 
7A241807 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1700 GMT 24 Dec 87 


[Text] SDPP leader Erdal Inonu received at the pariia- 
ment today U.S. Ambassador in Ankara Robert Strausz- 
Hupe as well as the ambassadors of Algeria Libya, Syria. 
and the PLO representative in Ankara. 


In a statement during his talks with Strausz-Hupe, Inonu 
expressed his criticisms over the Defense and ic 
C ion Agreement, DECA, between Turkey and 


the United States, which was extended some time ago. 
Inonu explained that his criticisms were aimed at placing 
bilateral relations on healthier grounds. 

In response, the U.S. ambassador recalled the friendship 
existing between his country and Tur} cy, expressing his 
hope that the government will ratify the agreement. 


Talks held later between Inonu and the ambassadors of 
four Arab countries and the PLO representative lasted 
about 30 minutes. In a statement following the meeting, 
Inonu recalled that Isracl used guns in the occupied 
territories to suppress protests by the civilian popula- 
tion. He added that 57 persons were killed and 400 
others were injured during the incidents. He said that his 
party, which respects human rights, denounces these 
Israeli policies, is in favor of granting the Palestinian 
cm pled oe fae ae mag be henge sey a sna 
the occupied territories. Pointing out that he shares 
the sufferings of the Palestinian . Inonu called for 
an carly end to the inhuman measures taken against 
defenseless people who are seeking their nights. 


Akbulut Elected National 
TA241849 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1700 GMT 24 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] Yildirim Akbulut, an ANAP deputy from 
rzincan, has been elected speaker of the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly. Akbulut received 28! votes in the 
third round of voting in which 437 deputies participated. 
There were 153 blank votes and 3 were considered void. 
He was the only candidate for the post. [passage omitted] 

















